Crowd-Representatives

Besides the crowd-representatives who are born and
bred to the business, or those, like judges, diplomatists,
and the like who are educated and selected for the posi-
tions they have to fill, there is also the large body of rep-
resentative men who, as we have just noted, are merely
elected by different kinds of constituencies for the posi-
tions they have to fill. These men are not prepared
for those positions by any system of education, nor are
they any longer taken from a class of men so prepared by
birth and bringing up. It is quite possible for any active
and pushing individual with a glib tongue to thrust him-
self forward into public notice, and sooner or later he
will find some way to enter public life in a representative
capacity. This casual and unscientific system has been
suflFered to come into being, and to maintain itself under
present circumstances, because we live in a time of great
crowd-selfconsciousness and crowd-power. The only way
in which a crowd can operate is through representatives
who act in harmony with its views; and the system, not
so much of election, but of re-election at relatively fre-
quent intervals, secures the subservience of the represent-
ative individual to the crowd he represents, and thus
gives dominion to the crowd in proportion to the power
of its elected representatives. We shall have more to say
on this matter when we come to deal with the question
of government. Here we have only to consider the
effect of his representative position on the representative
himself.

In the first place the whole process of candidature is a
great education to him. He has frequent opportunities
of addressing the constituent body, and on every occasion